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Lambda Archives Breaks the Story!

Alice Lee & Katherine Teats

A Forty Year Romance of Two Leading
San Diego Women started in 1902

A local historic architectural preservationist has uncovered the <
two prominent San Diego women, an inseparable and devoted
of 40 years, whose relationship began sometime between 1900
1902. Alice Lee and Katherin &
social scene, entertaining two US presidents in their home on 71 §

across the street from the Marston House. These two college
educated women would be together until Lee died in 1943.

Sarai Johnson, the preservationist, was commissioned by the n
owners of the house on 7th Ave, in their quest to historically des
and restore their new house. In the process, she discovered thi

hi story of the owners. i We al |
women. l nvestor s, architect yea
report, of which Johnson has given a copy to Lambda Archives.mﬂ'l:njgiﬁlif;éz_

AThere is much more to do On“i"i°ﬁiﬂérr::ﬁ?§eff fi b

White House Socialite
Alice Lee was a White House socialite from an important East Go Shiice Lee
family that owned property. She first visited the White House under

President Grover Cleveland, and became good friends and confidants

corbonpege®  Gala: Come Out on February 11th

make o, dofe with Aoy

Lambda Archives of San Diego invites you to the
2011 Heroes, Pioneers & Trailblazers
Fundraising & Awards Gala

Friday, February 11, 2011
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
The Center

purchase tickets at www.lambdaarchives.org
more about the honorees on page 9
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' The newest member of the LASD Board i s Ma
preservation, 0 whether it be about peopl e
our Heritage Organization (SOHO) and was instrumental in saving the Western Metal Buildil
is now the signature part of the downtown Ballpark. She also serves on the board of the Sar
= Archaeological Center, which is the only official repository for San Diego County artifacts ex
from San Diego historic and prehistoric sites.

™~ Maureend6s own history also includes servi

Democratic Party. She holds degrees i n An

. to be married to Camille Davidson Daviste (Nov. 2, 20 They are both involved in many L
W organi zations and politi I

Maureen Steine Cole LaVoie | —
A native of San Diego County, Cole recently returned from a 10 year sojourn in Brooklyr :
Between searching for a decent burrito and proper cup of joe, she earned her BAin art | = S8
attending college, Cole was an archivist assistant foMbweafama Stephen Kellen Archives = =
Parsons School of Design. Having been bit by the preservation bug, she attended a one - W i
undergraduate course in art conservation in Florence, Italy. : J ‘ 4

Bt ! A .
With her return to San Diego, Cole began volunteering at the Archives in April 2010. Init/ - ; N
with organizing and updating the Archives extensive periodicals collection, she became '

member in September 2010. Cole now heads Collection Development for the Archives.

and cul tur al

One of the most notable new Similarly, we have detailed new inventories
developments on this front is with ouror finders aids for our collections of

slides. Over 20 full carousels of slidebb#was, more than 25ifts, the

been fully scanned and indexed. As thapdreds of rare and oversized art and
were scanned these slides were alsoposters from our flat files, even our
transferred to a long term archival stacathection of more than 100 LP's!

> il Kelly system, which is also vastly more spatially
s oot Revgk, efficient than the carousels. (Everyon®ne GIonoug Searchable Database
“ S5 Archivist knows how much we need the spacelll of these finders aids are part of a larger
What a find goal to get all the materials of Lambda

The word of the day is "findability.” Witheke thousands of images are now Aasiflives into one glorious searchable
invaluable help of a number of studentiewable and searchable to researcheeabase. This extensive project has
interns and great new community  the Archives. The images span decadegyoh, but will take years to complete
volunteers, we've been steadily workiSgridiego's LGBT history, and are aluedelys we are able to bring on a dedicated
make the collections at Lambda Archbeisg used by numerous researchersstaffdnember. Meanwhile we've been

ever more accessible. have provided amazing images for regpdating our website with as many of these
displays created by the Archives.  finders aids as we can, so check them out
While preservation of the materials may be at www.lambdaarchives.org!

our number one goal, ensuring that theambda Archives Library
materials are accessible and findableSgeveral dedicated volunteers have So while we may be bursting at the seams,
really the key to unlocking their valueundbaaken and nearly completed thewe've continued to work to make the
community. At the end of the day, it doeisnitean task of updating the recordséderials easier than ever to find and to
matter how much wonderful history wiéae more than 3500 books in our librange. So come by Lambda Archives and tell
have preserved at the Archives if no @id you know that the majority of boolks,iwhat can we help you find?
knows i tbés t her elourlLibrary are available to be checked out

by members?
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A Good Time at Lambda Archives have formally informed us that the Archives is

student volunteer administrator. Further, inttteir will.

the Archives now provides a new definition of

bursting at the seams, there has been  Our benefactor Ivor Kraft has just updated us
progress, and we hope to be able to maksaging that the trust account he has allocated to
major announcement at the February 11tbur endowment at the San Diego Foundation is

A Message from the President

Frank Gala. valued at $300,000 plus. Now, we wish each of
Nobiletti, these fine living philanthropists the longest,
Board I certainly am optimistic because the colléctfipiest lives. But because of them we know
President 'S rich, | have seen its transformative effetttatisome day, that there will be $300,000+ in

young people; all this | have mentioned beforelay 6 s val ue added t c

This newsletter will provide you with a gliffipseCity Hall exhibit was a breakthrough $208,000 existing endowments.

of the great things that have been happeniagaificent space, our first truly archival exhibit

Lambda Archives. Our lead article on Alicelde si t e si nce Do u §vhaividoesithatnean?PWell d H2 Y%&aartual b i

and Katherine Teats is groundbreaking histyryHall Exhibit had the most magnificenpayout on $500,000.00 is $22,500.00 minimum

Sarai Johnson, who uncovered and reseaabateer committee to whom our whole year after year (any other earnings that get

the story, did an impeccable job. She is acommunity owes a debt of thanks. Moreadeled to the endowment and %2% annually

remarkable San Diegan. | am sure you wilbebgbda Archives has several fabulous ngees to the Foundation to manage the fund.)

hearing more about her and her work. It ddseters. The renowned community figure,

you an idea how much LGBT history is y&&nireen Steiner, has joined the Board, draim optimistic because in due time we will

be told. Already Johnson has dug up moi@DtBis$ student leader, Matthew Vasilakish@ve a paid administrator. That will trigger

ti me on Villa Mont ew maembhedship chair.sBoth arSverg p ancrehses in membership, funding, and

which you will hear more of soon. And yotowithitted. services. LASD will get a new facility, maybe

get a chance to meet Johnson too. She has sooner than | ater, anc

offered to give a talk and possibly a tour dlegacy Gifts! benefactors we know staffing is coming and it

Teats and Lee to raise funds for LambdaBut here is why | am convinced we will reathhave a snowballing effect. Join in? Please

Archives. . the new level you know we have been strviragl me (fnobilet@sdsu.edu) to formally join
for (and archives are about the long run.)oéslegacy benefactors, and a long life to you

My optimism about the Archives you see elsewhere in this newsletter, oneall. Our current known legacy benefactors are

The economy may still be sputtering, yet member, Phil Flick, left the Archives $10,@0(@ir 60s, 70s, and 90s, but please join them,

have finally been able to contract a part timeetrust. Two others including Frank Stefematever your age.

See back page for Membership Form.

Matthew Vasilakis, Membership Chair

Hello Lambda Members! As some of you may know, | am the new Membership Chair he
Archives. As a student at San Diego State University majoring in History and minoring in
Studies, | know how deeply important it is for us to continue to collect, preserve, and tea
Di egods |l ong and proud LGBT History.

| want to thank all of you for your kind donations and gifts to the Archives, every little bit |
keep doing what we do. | am excited to be working with my fellow volunteers here and hi
stop by the Archives to say hello! Thanks again!

Diane Germain, Student Volunteer Coordingie

Diane F. Germain, MSW, is a FA@netican LesbiBaminist psychiatric social worker who
and conducted a strength group for "Women Survivors of Incest and/or Childhood Mole

San Diegans may remember her being arrested and jailed for protesting the "Myth Calif
She was a staff cartoonist for "Hot Wire:The Journal of Women's Music and Culture" of |
"Lesbian News" of Los Angeles. She was a collective member of "Califia Community",
education retreat. Germain had worked at the Archives in the 1990s, interviewing wom
gathering great collections. Now, she has come back to Lambda Archives to be Coordi
Volunteers and to learn the great archiving game. The students, by the way, love her.
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longt er m fidomestic pa
have been Teatsd si
down the information to her children and
then to the grandchildren. They had a
very loving and affectionate family.

While there were rumors, there was
never backlash, publicly, in writing or
historical documentation. The family
used the word lesbian to describe their
relationship, thoug
primary evidence from Teats and Lee
about homoerotic relations. But we know

Sarai Johnson, Historical Preservationist and
Sleuth with her report

down that they were a couple and

from the family history that was passed

according to at least some of the family,

Alice Lee in her Washington Days: Johnson Were lesbians and stayed together their

notes the fibutch

Cont. on page 5

living relative. Barbara never met

her great aunt who died in 1952|H 1 1
Barbara was told by family that [er IStO rl C
great aunt had been a lesbian with a

Cont. from page 1

with Clevel andos
who married the president in a famg
White House wedding in 1886. Les
known about Katherine Teats befor
met her partner, Alice Lee.

Coming to San Diego
Lee and Teats came to San Diego (
1902. We donot
before that. Teats worked as a nurs
and may have met Lee due to her h
issues. In fact, they may have com
San Diego because of its reputation
place to recover from respiratory
illnesses. Their home at 3574 7th A
was within walking distance of Sain
Josephbés Sanitar
University Avenue near 8th to 10th
Avenues). From 1900 or 1902 to 1
they were constant companions, liv
together, traveled together and visit
family together.

Sarai Johnson Unearths the Story

Sarai Johnson, who uncovered this
story, met Teats
her great niece Barbara, her neares

Romantic Friendships

Historically, many women lived together as couples in the late 19th and early 20th
what were called Romantic Friendships and Boston Mhisiagesespecially true of
collegeeducated women who chose to pursue ddeiesd women were expected to g
upa careeto be a wife, and many women thus avoided marriage.

It is cleathat some of these relationships were sexual, we know some were not, by
just do not know, becausev@wen left any records of their sex lives, especially hon
experiences.

Moreover, the words homosexual and heterosexual only surfaced in the US in the
took decades to gain common usage.

Lesbians?

The word lesbian would not likely have been used at the iivoensithkving women
mightave beereferred to as Sapphic or by the term "invert" whichfevasotisexen ang
women.So the Teats family's use of the word lesbian might not have esmeugeldumti
mid20th century.

The piecing together of our LGBT history in San Diego is still in its Martjosiisigesuch
more about womewring women and homoerotic relationshgpaevith lights more work i
done.

The Remarkable Sarai Johnson

| o o lentire lives. The family said that when

centu

ive

t most
oeroti

1890:s

Sarai Johnson's historical detective work is remarkableoi@hibutas greetySan Dieg
history while also providing a inisight into national histdojinson resides in San Dieg
with her husbant@ihey bottvork in the historical preservatioanficéde members of the

Save Our Heritage Organization (S@sth@3¥on is donating related material to Lambd
Archives, including her interview notes with Alice Teats' niece, Barbara.

Johnson was interviemedideby the Archives president, Frank Nobiletti, and videographe
Alex MillePastore A copy of her work documenting the historic house on 3574 7th Ave is

Archives.
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Cont. from page 4

they traveled together they slept in tf
same bed at thei
might be expected, we have no
information about their sexual habits
what happened in the bedroom.

Friends of George Marston

Teats and Lee had a bicoastal lifesty
They summered in Westport, NY anc
wintered in San Diego. They spentt
of the year in San Diego. They man
investments on both coasts. One hu
years ago, San Diego was still a smz
town-an up and coming small town.

There was a Very deep connection tc ESID CE OF MISS LICE LEE SN DIGO, AL.
George Marston and the Marston far Irving J. Gill, Architect.
Lee purchased one half of eleven lot

the west side of 7th Avenue from Marston.

There was a friendship garden on thg

property. Lee and Teats were hand ,_lg I Bowados . (Qh:a ( : $ !
chosen by Marston who was very | s mlm iul i o Alds [ Ta -
selective about whom he sold prope , | AV : - B
to near his home. The east side waq 1 ehi, Nethuir b, FALADI 2
Marston family, including the historic ) { : | mel H W s5ls h
Marston House. i mﬁzsmm " el t d)iwL 015,000 ML (%3 (wd| |l

J SR ' t L1
Kate Sessions, Too! - 1 Haeg 7w 431§ -
The great San Diego horticulturalist { ABREUTION To BEUSID (4 -hizybimatae “H;ﬁm,l e T
AMot her of Bal bo .m..w_-u..lf.‘m u»&.".é""'?"f ““..::""f R Fil ¥4
worked with Marston on Balboa Park roereminnenl | T T T R G e

She had a 2&tre nursery in the NW ~ : =
corner of the a ST ™S U o R . . .
kityc or ner behi ndp Llé@esoacn% Sbul'seg,tb?)rg Srﬁ‘?ﬁ’]‘:“_es TeRYs Tisting herse
on Sixth Avenue. Sessions helped picked

landscaping and plants for all the houses 18 93, Gi | | wa sSufbagists of t he USO6s mao
on the block. The three women knewinnovative architects, known for strippinp e s econd cousin o
each other well and Sessions designetivay ornamentation and for the Art aficst wife, Lee was heavily involved in the
the Friendship GariléhA Ve r y Ckafistsiyle. At atime when there wev¥ednesday Club, the early prominent

Sessions Pl ant P aféwavbreen architeets, HazeDVatermano men és group i n Sa

was San Diegods fTeatssvere part df seecralesaciale d | r
Architects: Irving Gill and Hazel Gill if Waterman could be the architectfovements, including the Progressive
Waterman their houses, and she was. Movement. They were suffragists; in fact,
The architects Irving Gill and Hazel Lee knew and exchanged visits with

Waterman designed the three houses.ee and Teats were involved in prettyseveral important national suffragists.
around a central courtyard, in the much every major cultural institution in

emerging Prairie style. Gill had just San Diego. Alice Lee helped found améddy Roosevelt and his wife named their
stopped in Chicago and met with his el@ds on the board of one of the first artlaughter after this particular Alice Lee.
friend Frank Lloyd Wright and was exaiteseums in San Diego, the Art Sociefynd Lee kept up the relationship with
about the new Prairie style with outdoBhe was also on the executive commitieddy. In 1915 when Teddy Roosevelt
rooms incorporated with indoor roomofndarly every board in San Diego. came to San Diego for the exposition, he

courtyards. When he came to San Diego stayed at the house
Cont. on page 6
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City Hall

Fl r st Ever LGBT HiI stori c

July 12 through 23, 2010 saw the first ever

LGBT display at San Diegods City Hal/l
presented by Lambda Archives and Harvey

Milk Diversity Breakfast: A Celebration of San

Diego LGBT History.

The 1100 square foot exhibit included a
towering timeline highlighting significant
events in local and national history. Topical
panels introduced thousands of visitors to
local history on such various topics as faith,
sports, youth, diversity, gays in the military,
local activists, social and philanthropic
organizations, or the history of Pride. In a
smaller, secure room, hundreds of original
archival items from LASDG6s collections were
on display.

These included the uniform worn by San

Diegobés first openly g a ypPartpfGdn Diego@GBDhfstdryipadeR dnd tidelhdinfthe vast City Hall lobby.
Graham Jr., and a stained glass window that

hung over the door of Las Hermanas, San DiegooOsiclesir s
from the 706s and 806s, and original scr eBecausgofiisnt ed
promineniocation in the lobby of one of San
Di egobds key buildings
thousands of passersby of a multitude of
backgrounds, who might not otherwise have
sought out such an exhibit, to a wealth of
LGBT history and culture.

A Celebration of San Diego LGBT Hkstory
welcomed to City Hall with an official ribbon
cutting ceremony which filled the lobby to
overflowing. The entire San Diego City Council
the Mayor of San Francisco Gavin Newsom,
State Senator Christine Kehoe, now
Assemblymember Toni Atkins, and many more
were present to open the display, and all spoke
warmly of the importance of preserving, and
teaching history.

A committee of remarkable individuals
Some of the Press. City Hall staff claimed there was more press than for some elections.

Cont. on page 8



